10 Maps

“Map” type documents allow you to design and combine all the elements you wish to have on a printed map.

10.1 Accessing maps

You can access “Map” type documents via gvSIG's "Project manager".
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Click on “New” to create a new map. 

When you have created the document (it will appear by default as “Untitled– 0”), you will be able to insert elements, rename the map, delete it or access its properties and modify them. When the map is open, it will appear in gvSIG as shown below: 
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10.2 Map properties

You can access the map properties window from the “Project manager” by clicking on the “Properties” button or from the view by going to the “Map” menu and then to “Properties”. 
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You can use the properties window to rename the map, change its creation date, add an owner and comments. 

You can select some default characteristics by activating the corresponding check boxes:

· Active grid: Activating the grid means that any element inserted in the map will be adjusted to the grid. Remember the following two points if you enable “Active grid”:

1. The horizontal and vertical grid spacing defines the distance between the different points which make up the grid. This can be modified by inserting new values in the text boxes.

2. Output size of the chosen document (A2, A3, A4,...). The zoom tools may need to be used to be able to view the grid when you open the document.

· Visualise grid: If this box is disabled, the grid will not be viewed when you open the newly created document. 

· Enable ruler: By enabling this check box a ruler appears which can be used as a drawing aid. 

· Editable: If you do not enable this option, the objects that make up the map will be blocked, thus preventing modifications.

10.3 Preparing a page

You can use this tool to define the working area, i.e. the size and properties of the page to be used for the map layout. 

You can access this tool by clicking on the “Configure page” button in the tool bar or from the menu bar by selecting the “Map” option and then “Prepare page”. 
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When you have selected the tool a new window will appear:
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0• Page size: The pull-down menu allows you to define the source and size of the paper to be used to print the map. You can select a standard size or define your own. 

0• Measuring units: You can select the units of measurement for the page Height and Width. 

0• Orientation: This defines whether the paper will be printed horizontally or vertically.

0• Margins: This allows you to define the page’s four margins. The ruler is adjusted to fit in with the page margins. 

0• Resolution of the result: You can choose between high, low and normal resolution. 

When you have finished configuring the page, click on the “Ok” button.

