6 Tables

Tables are documents which contain alphanumeric information. Tables are made up of rows or records (which represent each of the elements in the data base) columns or fields (which define the different attributes of each element).
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· Row or record: Used to represent the different elements in the table. 

· Column or field: The types of attributes which define each element. 

· Cell: A cell is the intersection of a record and a field. A cell is the minimum working element and may contain information. 

· Record information: This provides information about the total number of elements (records) contained in the table. 
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All the vector information layers have their own “Table of attributes”. Each graphic element in a particular layer has its corresponding record in the “Table of attributes”. 

To select elements in the table, left click on them. Use the “Control” and “Shift” (CAPS) keys to select more than one record.

6.1 Adding a Table

You can load a table in gvSIG in two ways: 

· From the “Project manager” 

· From the “View”

6.1.1 Adding a table from the “Project manager” 
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Select “Tables” as the document type from the “Project manager” and click on “New”. A dialogue box will open in which you can add the table. 
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When you click on the “Add” button, a browser window will open. 
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Specify the type of file you wish to load in gvSIG in “Files of Type”.

When you have located the file that contains the table, select it so that it is added to the “File name” text box and click on “Open”. 

[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf][image: image9.wmf]You will automatically be returned to the "Add table" dialogue. If you wish to add more than one table, click on "Add" again and repeat the process. 

When you have finished, click on “Ok”. 

The table will then be displayed. It will also appear in the “Project manager” text box. 
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6.1.2 Adding a table from a view
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Click on the “See table of attributes” button from the display window of a view with at least one active layer, i.e. a layer that is selected in the ToC, 
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or go to the "Layer" menu and then select the "See table of attributes" option. 
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The table will automatically be added to the project. 


If you minimise the view, go back to the “Project manager” and select “Tables” as the document type, you will see that the table displayed in the view appears in the text box. 

