3.5 Preference window

The preference window allows you to customise gvSIG.
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You can access the preference window by going to the "Window" menu then to "Preferences" 
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or by clicking on the “Preferences” button in the tool bar. 
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When you have accessed the tool, a new window appears in which you can configure your preferences. 
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Select the property you wish to access from the tree on the left and the preferences you can configure will appear in the space on the right. 

3.5.1 Editing

This allows a series of default colours used in a gvSIG editing session to be chosen. A detailed explanation is provided below:
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3.5.1.1 Colour of the selection

This allows you to set the default colour for the selected geometry of a layer which is being edited.
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3.5.1.2 Colour of the reference axis

This allows you to set the colour of the reference axis which will guide you through any editing operations, for instance operations such as “symmetry”, “rotate” etc…
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3.5.1.3 Colour of the selection geometry

This allows you to set the default colour of the selection frame used to select the required geometry.
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3.5.1.4 Colour of the selection handler

[image: image11.wmf]
This allows you to set the default colour for the “Handlers”, in other words the vertexes which make up the selected object. In this case, the colour of the outline can be selected, as can the colour of the inside of the handler.
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3.5.2 General
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This tool establishes whether gvSIG needs to remember the project windows’ position and size.
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If you pull down the tree (click on “+”), the properties you can configure in “General” will appear. 

3.5.2.1 Extension directory

This tool defines the directory for the extensions that gvSIG must use.

[image: image16.wmf]
[image: image17.wmf]
3.5.2.2 Language
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This allows you to select the language in which gvSIG must be shown. To select a language, click on the pull-down menu and select the language from those available. 

Remember that gvSIG must be restarted for the language change to take effect. 

3.5.2.3 Web browser

This allows a default web browser (for the Linux operating system) to be specified for any search carried out from gvSIG to any of the hyperlinks found in the application. 

The first option contains the pull​down menu in which the different supported browsers are located. 

The second option can be used to specify which browser you want to open the different URLs included in the application such as the URLs in the “Help” menu (Example: firefox %www.gvsig.gva.es).
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3.5.2.4 Extensions
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This allows you to configure the extensions that gvSIG uses while running. Pull down the extension tree and select the required extension. 
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A description of the selected extension is displayed. You can activate or deactivate the extension and modify its order of priority in the list.
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N.B.: If you activate an extension, you will have to restart gvSIG to use it. 

3.5.2.5 Appearance
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You can use this tool to modify gvSIG’s appearance. Pull down the box with the available options and select the required option. 

N.B.: You will have to restart gvSIG for this change to take effect. 

3.5.2.6 Folders

You can use this option to create a shortcut to the folders your projects (.gvp), data (raster and vector) or templates (.gvt) are saved in.
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3.5.2.7 Display configuration 
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You can specify the points per inch for your display in the “Resolution” text box. gvSIG allows you to calculate the exact resolution of your display as follows:

· Place a ruler on the screen to measure the straight line drawn in the “Test measurement” box. 

· Write the measurement obtained in the text box underneath (the value 5.61 has been inserted in this example) and the units in which this measurement was taken (“Centimetres” in our case).

· Click on the “Calculate resolution” button. 

· gvSIG automatically provides a points per inch value for the resolution of your display. This appears in the corresponding text box (the result in our case is 95ppi). 

3.5.2.8 Map

This section of the preference window can be used to customise how you wish to work with your map documents.

You can define both the horizontal and vertical grid spacing values and decide whether the grid should be displayed, enabled or disabled and whether the ruler should be enabled or disabled simply by clicking on the required check boxes.

When you have selected your preferences, click on “Ok”. 
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3.5.3 Annotation preferences

The annotation preferences allow you to define the default characteristics you wish the annotation layers to have. 


You can predefine the default characteristics you wish the annotation layers to have.

· Text 

You can select the default text to be written in the annotation layer if the record of the field you have chosen to label is blank. You can choose not to write anything in the record if you wish so that it remains blank. 

· Font type 

You can select the default font type in which you wish the annotation layer’s text to be written. 

· Text style 

You can select the default text style you wish the annotation layer to have. 

· Text height 

You can select the default text height you wish to be used in the annotation layers. 

· Text rotation 

You can use the text rotation option to select the default orientation that the text in the annotation layers will have. For example, if you want the text to be shown horizontally, input “0 degrees”. If you want the text to be shown vertically, input 90º. 

Remember that gvSIG uses sexagesimal graduation and this turns anti​clockwise.

● Text colour

You can select the default text colour you wish the text in the annotation layers to be shown in.


3.5.4 Network 

gvSIG allows you to check the status of a network connection. 


3.5.4.1 Firewall/Proxy

If you use a proxy connection, you can configure your connection parameters so that gvSIG can use them. 


3.5.5 View

You can configure the values that gvSIG will use for zooming in or out of a view and changing the selection colour which by default is "Yellow".


You can also use this window to define map and measuring units for gvSIG. 


You can use this window to change the view projection by clicking on the "Change" button. A dialogue box appears from which you can choose the reference system. 

