3 gvSIG Projects and documents
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In gvSIG all the activities are located in one project. This project is made up of different documents. There are three types of documents in gvSIG: views, tables and maps. 

· Views: Views are the documents in which we work with graphic data. 

· Tables: Tables are the documents in which we work with alphanumeric data. 

Maps: A map generator which allows the different cartographic elements included in a map (view, legend, scale…) to be inserted.

Projects are files with a “.gvp” extension. These files do not include spatial data and associated attributes in the shape of tables. Instead they save references to the places the data sources are stored (the path to be followed in the disk in order to find the files). If the data changes the updates will be shown in all the projects they are used in.

The menu which allows you to access the project management options is located in the “File” menu 
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And in the following toolbar buttons (“New project”, “Open project” and “Save project”).
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3.1 Saving a project
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1. Click on “File” in the menu bar and then on “Save project”. Alternatively, press the “Alt+G” key combination, or the “Save” button in the toolbar. 

2. When the file manager window is opened you can name the project and choose where to save it. 
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3. The project is saved in a file with a “.gvp” extension.

3.2 Saving and Closing a project

When you decide to finish a session in gvSIG, a window such as the one shown below appears:
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The text box shows both the name of the project currently in use as well as the layers and tables which were being edited before the decision to close the project was made. 

The “Select all” and “Clear selection” buttons allow you to enable or disable the check boxes in the text box which correspond to the project or to the layers being edited. 

If you click on “Ok”, the changes made to the enabled elements in the text box will be saved.

If you click on “Discard changes”, none of the changes made in the project will be saved irrespective of whether they have been enabled or not. 

The “Cancel” button allows you to exit the window. 

3.3 Opening an existing project

1. If you wish to open an existing project to see or modify it, go to the “File” menu and click on “Open project”. Alternatively, press the “Alt+A” key combination or the “Open project” button in the toolbar. 
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2. When the project manager window is open, look for the “.gvp” file which contains the project you wish to open. 
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3.4 New project

1. Click on “File” in the menu bar and then on “New project”. Alternatively, press the “Alt+N” key combination or the “New” button in the toolbar. 
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2. If you are already working on a project, the following message will appear when the button is pressed. 


If you press “Yes”, a window will open so you can save your current gvSIG project. When the previous project has been saved a new blank project will appear on the screen. 

